
Sustainability	  Assessment	  	  
Assessing	  the	  effects	  of	  the	  neighbourhood	  plan	  
Assessment of effects criteria: 

Symbol Significance of 
effect 

Description 

 Significant 
positive effect 

Option would have a significant positive effect in its current form as it would help resolve an existing issue or maximise opportunities, 
leading to significant benefits. 

 Positive effect Option would have a positive effect. 
? Effects uncertain Effect of option is uncertain. 
0 Neutral effect Option would have a neutral effect. 
 Negative effect Option would have a negative effect. 
 Significant 

negative effect 
The option would have a significant negative effect as it would substantially exacerbate existing problems with mitigation problematic. 
Consider rejecting option. 

Note: assessment of some objectives for a given option may be considered to be positive or negative but with some uncertainties, in which case a symbol such as ‘+ / ?’ or ‘0 / ?’ may be 
used. 
 

In the tables below, each policy option is graded against each of the four SEA objectives – giving an assessment of effect (e.g.) and comments on the nature of effect; 
justification and evidence; and suggested mitigation. 

 

 



	  

Policy	  Area	  1:	  Development	  framework	  
	  

	  



	  

Option	  to	  be	  taken	  forward	  

Policy option A: Define village envelopes for Freshford and Limpley Stoke, Local Green Spaces and set out a Village Design Statement. 

Policy area 1: Development Framework 
In	  order	  to	  promote	  the	  quality	  of	  life	  of	  the	  villages	  in	  the	  Neighbourhood	  and	  to	  safeguard	  the	  Greenbelt	  and	  the	  landscape	  of	  the	  CAONB,	  any	  new	  infill	  
development	  within	  the	  neighbourhood	  plan	  area	  shall:	   

(i)	  Be	  contained	  within	  the	  Village	  Envelopes	  of	  Freshford	  and	  Limpley	  Stoke,	  as	  defined	  in	  Map	  2:	  	  

(ii)	  Avoid	  the	  Local	  Green	  Spaces	  (see	  section	  3.2)	  which	  provide	  a	  buffer	  zone	  between	  the	  two	  villages	  as	  defined	  on	  Map	  2;	  and	  	  

(iii)	  Accord	  with	  the	  guidance	  set	  out	  in	  the	  Village	  Design	  Statement	  (see	  section	  3.11) 

Justification	  and	  evidence 

1. NPPF 
2. Green Belt 
3. Wiltshire draft core strategy 
4. Bath and North East Somerset draft core strategy 
5. Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty development plan 
6. Development framework (see section 3 of NP) 



7. Village Design Statement (see section 3.3 of NP) 
8. Map 2 of NP 

Policy	  Area	  2:	  Housing	  
	  

 



 

 



	  

Option	  to	  be	  taken	  forward 

Policy option A: Prioritise the development of 6-8 new units of affordable housing through the conversion of existing underutilised buildings and/ or the construction of new 
housing on brownfield sites and/ or infill sites within the village envelopes. Restrict a limited amount of new market housing, with preference given to 1-2 bedroom houses, to 
brownfield sites and/ or infill sites within the village envelopes. Request all planning applications demonstrate conformity to the Village Design Statement. 

Policy area 2: Housing: 
 
(2a) Affordable Housing Policy 
The preferred option for the development of   6-8 new units of affordable housing will be through the conversion of existing underused buildings and/ or the construction of 
new houses on brown field sites within the Neighbourhood Plan Area and/or to infill sites (see definition below) within the Village Envelopes. The provision of affordable 
housing will to meet the identified needs of people with a local connection (see section 4.27 of the NP).  

  

(2b) Market Housing Policy 
This Policy recognises that Planning permission has been granted for 21 units of housing on the brownfield site of Freshford Mill. 

A limited number of new market housing will be restricted to brown field sites within the Neighbourhood Plan Area and/or to infill sites (see definition below) within the Village 
Envelopes.   

To replenish an imbalance to the existing market housing stock, which is hampering the sustainability of the community by limiting opportunities for young families to move 
into the villages and for elderly residents to remain therein, preference will be given to the provision of 1-2 bedroom housing.  

Home adaptations or extensions which are demonstrably required to provide additional home working capacity will be supported. 

 

 
Rural Exceptions Site Policy 
 
Existing Planning Policy permits residential development of 100% affordable housing on land outside the scope of housing policies if it meets a particular demonstrable 
need for local affordable housing and cannot be met in any other way. This Rural Exceptions Site Policy will only be invoked if affordable housing need cannot be met under 
the Affordable Housing Policy. 
 



 
Infill Definition 

 
Infill is defined as the filling of a small gap within the village envelopes that is large enough for not more than a few dwellings and generally only one dwelling. It must be 
consistent with the goals of the Neighbourhood Plan and must be in line with the approach set out in Planning Policy Guidance 2 on the Green Belt which maintains a 
presumption against inappropriate development. 

 

(2c)  Planning Questionnaire 

All planning applicants within the Neighbourhood Plan Area will be requested by the Parish Councils to complete a questionnaire confirming they have read and considered 
the Village Design Statement (see Appendix E1) together with an explanation on how their application conforms to it. 

 

 
Planning Applications Process 
 
This Housing Policy contemplates a modest growth of development within clearly defined areas within the two villages. It does not alter the fact that, as now, every planning 
application will need to fulfil existing planning law requirements and that the two Parish Councils and private individuals may continue to support, object or make 
representation. Any housing development that exceeds a modest level of provision will need to demonstrate how it will be of positive benefit to the character of the 
landscape and of benefit to the community. 
 
 

Justification and evidence 

1. NPPF 
2. Green Belt 
3. Wiltshire draft core strategy 
4. Bath and North East Somerset draft core strategy 
5. Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty development plan 
6. Affordable housing needs surveys 
7. Development framework (see section 3 of NP) 
8. Village Design Statement (see section 3.3 of NP) 
9. Map 2 of NP 

 



 

Policy	  Area	  3:	  Local	  Green	  Spaces	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Option	  to	  be	  taken	  forward 

Policy option A: Designate the King George V play park as a village green. Designate the two village greens, the Freshford play park and the environmentally sensitive fields 
between the two villages (see Map 1) as Local Green Spaces. 

Policy area 3: Local Green Spaces: 
 
The two village greens, known as the Tyning and King George V Play Park, and the Freshford Play Park are limited in size, are located in the middle of the villages and are of 
particular importance to the community for recreation and peaceful reflection (see section 6). They will be safeguarded from development, other than in very special 
circumstances, in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 77 of the NPPF. 

The environmentally sensitive fields between the two villages, which include the historically important remains of the medieval village of Woodwick, are limited in size and are 
adjacent to the two villages. These will also be safeguarded from development to preserve the rural character of the villages and prevent incremental development which 
might merge them together, other than in very special circumstances in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 77 of the NPPF. 

Justification and evidence 

1. NPPF 
2. Green Belt 
3. Wiltshire draft core strategy 
4. Bath and North East Somerset draft core strategy 
5. Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty development plan 
6. “Making Progress” village questionnaire results 
7. Alan Dodge’s book “Freshford – the history of a Somerset Village” 

 



 

Policy	  Area	  4:	  Community	  Hub	  

Option	  to	  be	  taken	  forwardPolicy Option A. Designate the area that includes the Galleries community shop and Freshford Memorial Hall as the centre, or hub, of the 
combined community.	  

Policy area 4: Community Hub: 
Designate the area that includes the Galleries community shop and Freshford Memorial Hall as the centre, or hub, of the combined community. Development in this area, 
compatible with its role as the centre of the community service provision, will be permitted. 

Justification and evidence 

1. NPPF 
2. Green Belt 
3. Wiltshire draft core strategy 
4. Bath and North East Somerset draft core strategy 
5. Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty development plan 



6. Freshord Memorial Hall development plan 
7. Galleries community shop development plan 

 

Policy	  Area	  5:	  Housing	  and	  Safer	  Transport	  
	  

	  

Option	  to	  be	  taken	  forward 

Policy Option A. Introduce a 20mph zone to cover the residential areas of the two villages, construct "village gateways" at all entry points, improve access to public transport 
and improve pathways to the community hub. 

Policy area 5: Transport and safer movement: 
 
Introduce a 20mph zone to cover the residential areas of the two villages, construct "village gateways" at all entry points and improve access to public transport and upgrade 
pathways to the community hub. 

Justification and evidence 

1. NPPF 
2. Green Belt 
3. Wiltshire draft core strategy 
4. Bath and North East Somerset draft core strategy 
5. Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty development plan 
6. Freshford safer movement plan 
7. Freshford school safe to travel plan 



	  

Sustainability	  Environment	  Assessment	  	  
Assessing	  the	  effects	  of	  the	  neighbourhood	  plan	  

	  



	  

	  


